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A. ELIGIBILITY 

A. 1. All club members wishing to participate in a club tournament must enter their names in the draw either personally or by proxy at the club meetings. Late entries will be accepted pending approval by the Tournament Director.
B. SELECTION OF FISHING PARTNERS 

B. 1. Partners shall be chosen by draw no later than the club meeting immediately prior to the club tournament. Pairings shall be made on the basis of a random draw, except as noted in B.3, B.5.(b},B.6.(a} and B.6.(b} below. Pairings will continue until all names have been drawn. 
B. 2. The first set of names drawn for each tournament pair will be responsible for furnishing the boat and motor. Henceforth, they will be known as the "BOATER". The second set of names drawn for each tournament pair shall be the passenger. Henceforth, they will be known as the "NON-BOATER". Exceptions may be made by mutual agreement. 

B. 3. In the event that the draw results in an "Odd Man" situation, that "Odd Man" may be re-paired in the following order: a.) The first man up and available as a result of any drop-out(s) from a previous chosen pair(s). b.) A member signed up late or at the last minute for the tournament. c.) If an "Odd Man" situation still exists at the time of the tournament; that "Odd Man" may at his option choose to either fish alone in his own boat as a “BOATER” or via a rental boat at his own expense or fish three (3) men to a boat with an agreeable tournament team pair in another boat 

B. 4.   Each member having a boat will be identified as the BOATER. Each member not having a   boat will be identified as the NON-BOATER. All boat/motor/trailer rigs suitable for tournament fishing shall be considered a BOATER. Any man normally identified as having a boat; but whose boat is temporarily unfishable for some reason, (i.e. laid up for repairs, cleaned up for selling, not safe, or is not being fished, etc.) shall be responsible for notifying the Tournament Committee PRIOR to the draw.  Members previously identified as NON-BOATERS, shall notify the Tournament Committee if they obtain a boat and want to be reclassified as a BOATER. 

B. 5.  If there is an imbalance between boaters and non-boaters every attempt will be made for all non-boaters to fish as necessary.
B. 6. A pair of the same two (2) team members in any given tournament month, during the tournament calendar year, may not fish together twice within a consecutive two (2) (tournament) month period. The method of draw will remain the same. The two (2) month partner fishing rule will be "NON-ENDING" from year to year. 

B. 7. Post-draw pairings as the result of drop-outs, or unforeseen changes, will be balanced by the Tournament Director.  Balancing will be as fair and equitable as possible based upon the team pairings. 

C. TOURNAMENT FEES 

C. 1. The entry fee for each Official Club Tournament will be $ 15.00 per person per month with the option of an extra $5.00 to be included in to the big fish pot.  If someone wanted to join the big fish pot, it must be paid up from the first of that year or from the last big fish payout.

C. 2. The tournament entry fees must be paid no later than the month following the tournament; otherwise, there is no entry to the next tournament and you are technically in arrears. All entry fees shall be non-refundable. 

C. 3. Tournament fees shall be paid whether the tournament is fished or not. A full year's fees may be paid in advance (prepaid) at the full value. (No discounts will be given for prepaying.) 

C. 4. In order to win the big fish pot, the big fish pot entry fees must be up-to date.  Big fish pot entry fees may be paid in full up to the commencement of the current tournament by paying any club officer before the start of the tournament. 
C. 5. All anglers eligible for the Top-Ten Tournament must be paid in full prior to that tournament.

D. PRE-FISHING OF TOURNAMENT LAKES 

D. 1. The tournament lake shall be closed to fishing as of SUNSET on the PREVIOUS DAY before the start of each tournament. Violation(s) can result in disqualification for the members involved.
E. BOAT OPERATION WHILE ON CLUB TOURNAMENT

E. 1. Each BOATER and NON-BOATER pair fish together in a tournament. Each contestant shall have the right and be given the opportunity to choose the fishing locations ½ of the time during the tournament hours, regardless of which one owns or is operating the boat.  Any contestant that continuously operates the boat in a manner to deliberately prevent the other equal access to obvious fishing targets may be disqualified at the discretion of the Tournament Director.
E. 2. NOTE: Special rules for a given tournament (i.e. changing partners for half a day, etc.) will be made known to the Tournament Director prior to the start of each tournament day. 

F. START LOCATION AND FISHING HOURS 

F. 1. Fishing will begin from a central point, to be determined by The Tournament Director, at the club meeting or on the evening prior to the start of each fishing day's launch.
F. 2. The official time, fishing hours (start/stop times) and weigh-in time(s) will be determined by the Tournament Committee Director or by a designated Board member and announced at the Wednesday night meeting before the tournament of the same month.  Any changes to the official time (start/stop/location) must be relayed to every boater and non-boater that will be participating in the tournament.

F. 3. The start of each tournament day will commence no later than fifteen (15) minutes after the majority of the boats fishing that day have arrived at the pre-determined starting location on the lake.   The only exception is if it is agreed to be a launch and go start at safe light.

F. 4. On rare occasions a lake may be CLOSED by a Tournament Official, an On-Site Lake Patrol Officer or a Park Ranger. The closure may be due to unsafe weather conditions or a park emergency. If all of the tournament boats launched prior to any of the UNSAFE CONDITIONS or the EMERGENCY being declared, the tournament shall be deemed official. 

G. SAFETY 

G. 1. Safe motoring conduct must be observed at all times by all tournament participants - "BOATER's” and “NON-BOATER's". Caution and safety must be observed at all times; especially on morning take-offs and coming in to the weigh-in sites. Members are required to wear U.S. Coast Guard Approved Flotation Vests and/or Life Jackets whenever the outboard or inboard motor is operating and the boat is on plane.  Any member(s) not wearing the approved vest or jacket when the outboard or inboard motor is operating, will have their day's catch DISQUALIFIED.   

G. 2. Member's "BOATER's" boats that are equipped with "Automatic Kill Switches" are required to use the Kill Switch while running their main engine.  Each boat must be equipped and operated in conformity with all applicable U.S. Coast Guard and State boating laws and regulations.

H. SPORTSMANSHIP 

H. 1. Sportsmanship, Courtesy and Conservation is expected from each participant. Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be deemed cause for disqualification. Drunkenness on the part of any contestant during the tournament (including travel to/from the lake) will not be tolerated and shall be subject to immediate disqualification by the Tournament Director.  Future participation shall be determined by the club membership.  Illegal drug use will not be tolerated and will be subject to immediate dismissal from the club.
H. 2. It is the mutual responsibility of both the “BOATER” and “NON-BOATER” to be at the lake or agreed upon meeting place in a timely fashion.  If one is going to be late, it is a courtesy to contact your partner, when possible, before the launching time.  The partner is required to only wait 15 minutes or make other arrangements as approved by the Tournament Director.  In the event that the “NON-BOATER” misses the launch time, he is still responsible for ½ the costs as defined for the day’s trip or tournament event as appropriate.
H. 3. The fees for the lake entry and fuel expenses will be split evenly between the “BOATER” and “NON-BOATER” pair regardless of who the angler travels with to the lake.  The fee for one nights lodging, unless otherwise specified, is due from each participating angler for lodging reservations made by the club at the meeting one month prior to the tournament.  Refunds for cancellations will be governed by the rule of the lodge.  Anglers cancelling after the Pairings Meeting will be responsible for up to $150.00 per tournament cancellation.  Anglers that wish to cancel may, with the approval of the Board Members, find a substitute angler to cover the costs.  Cancellation by an individual does not relieve the angler of previous agreed upon financial responsibilities.  Any unresolved disputes will be resolved by the Board Members.  Members cancelling after the Pairings Meetings for two or more tournaments will be subject to a membership review by the Board.
H. 4. The club will pay up to one-half of all tournament expenses (H. 3.) for an “odd-man” draw.
I. TACKLE/EQUIPMENT/TECHNIQUES 

I. 1. Only "ARTIFICIAL LURES" may be used in Club Tournaments. No "Live Bait,"  "Prepared Bait" will be permitted however; prepared pork or pork type strips, rinds, etc., that are sold in tackle or sports stores may be used. 

I. 2. Only ONE ROD may be used at any given time during a tournament. This rule will be enforced even though; there is a California State Law that allows the use of two rods at a time, if a special stamp is purchased and is affixed to your license. 

I.  2.  (a) Other rigged rods may be in the boat for substitute purposes; however you are only permitted to hold and use “ONE ROD and RIG” combination at a time. 

I.  2.  (b) The use of a SECOND ROD hanging over the side of the boat with the line and rig lowered into the water is not permitted at any given time during a tournament. 

I.  2.  (c) NOTE: Failure to follow any of the rules in this section may result day's disqualification upon the Tournament Committee's Review and ruling(s). 
I. 3. Trolling, (the act of manipulating the lure solely by maneuvering the boat under any type of power) is prohibited.
J. BOAT AND MOTOR 

J. 1. A smaller additional gasoline or electric motor may be used to maneuver the boat while casting.  
J. 2. It is the responsibility of the “BOATER” to ensure their boating equipment is functioning properly. 

K. PERMITTED FISHING LOCATIONS 

K. 1. Fishing is permitted any place on a lake, except where fishing is not allowed by lake rules or officials, signs, markers or a buoy. 

K. 2. No team shall encroach on any other team.  An approaching team shall stay at least 75 feet from the other boat, unless waived by mutual consent. 

K. 3. All fishing must be done from a boat.  Participants are not permitted to depart from the boat in order to fish.

L. ASSISTANCE IN LANDING FISH 

L. 1. Assistance in landing fish shall be determined between fishing participants. If a contestant requests assistance, he shall receive it from his fishing partner in a timely manner. 

M. SCORING 

M. 1. Tournament winners are based on total individual weight.  This is determined by the total weight of all the legal fish caught during the day(s) of a tournament event.  First place is awarded for the heaviest accumulative total weight of fish caught in a tournament. Second place is awarded for the next heaviest, etc., all the way down through all the contestants who caught fish in a tournament. Scoring is done by the issuance of points that correspond to the final positioning in a tournament.
M. 2. Total contestant’s points will be individual points and additional points as noted below.
M. 3. The point award schedule is as follows: (Position/Points) 1/30, 2/27, 3/24,4/21, 5/18,6/16, 7/14,8/12,9/10, 10/8, 11/7, 12/6, 13/5, 14/4, 15/3, 16/2, 17/1, 18/1, 19/1,20/1, 21/1, 22/1, 23/1, 24/1,25/1, 26/1, 27/1, 28/1, 9/1, 30/1 31/1, 32/1.

M.  3.  (a) ADDITIONAL POINTS: 

· 1 point is awarded to 17-32nd placed for catching a fish.

· 10 points are awarded for attendance at a tournament.

· 1 point is awarded for catching the BIG FISH.

· 1 point is awarded for attending the monthly club meeting immediately preceding the tournament.
M.  3.  (b) NOTE: Largemouth Bass, Smallmouth Bass, and Spotted Bass are the only species that will be counted for points in an Official Club Tournament. 

M. 4. During the day(s) of Tournament fishing, each contestant must keep his fish separate from that of his partner's. At no time, shall any contestant have more than his legal limit of fish in the livewell. 

M. 5. In case of a tie for any placing in a tournament (Identical Stringer Weight), all tied anglers shall be awarded the points for that position.  The following anglers receive points for their respective position.  (Example:  The second and third place anglers have identical total weights.  Each will be awarded Second Place Points.  The angler that has the next highest total weight will be awarded Fourth Place Points).
M. 6. In the case of a tie for the largest fish in a tournament, duplicate points will be awarded to each contestant. 

M. 7. No culling, releasing or measuring of fish is permitted by tournament contestants at the Weigh-In site. A one (1) pound penalty will be imposed as a penalty for the day by the Tournament Committee Director or the appointed Committee Member. 

M. 8. No culling of dead fish is permitted during the tournament.  A dead fish must be brought in to the Weigh-In.
M. 9. Any angler sited for a VIOLATION of the State Fish and Wildlife Department’s Rules and Regulations will result in an automatic DISQUALIFICATION for that tournament day's fishing. 

N. WEIGH-IN 

N. 1. Any contestants "BOATERS" and respective partners "NON-BOATERS" returning to the Weigh-In after 10 minutes of the OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT DEADLINE time will be DISQUALIFIED for that tournament day.   

N.  1.  (a) Any contestants “BOATERS” or respective partners “NON-BOATERS” who have their line in the water after the OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT DEADLINE, the team will be DISQUALIFIED for that tournament day.

N.  1.  (b) The late arrival location is determined by the following: a) within the buoy line of the Weigh-In dock or b) 100 yards from the predetermined Weigh-In location.

N.  1.  (c) In the event that contestants arrive after the Weigh-In time deadline, a Mechanical Failure or Hazardous Boating Condition will be the only exceptions allowed for a late Weigh-In. The Tournament Committee Members present will discuss and vote upon each team's situation on a case by case basis of whether to allow or disallow the late arrival. . 

N.  1.  (d) A Tournament Committee Member that arrives late to the Weigh-In site as a Club Member; fishing for the day's tournament, will not be allowed to be part of the Committee that determines whether or not a valid condition exists for exceeding the Weigh-In Time. 

N. 2. Each contestant or partner must present their catch to the officials at the Weigh-In Station. After fish have been handed to the Weigh-In Officials no person(s); except the officials, shall touch or handle the fish. A one (1) pound penalty will be imposed for the tournament day if this rule is broken. 

N. 3. A tournament bass will not be counted nor weighed unless it is at least twelve (12) inches in length. (Legal Length).

N. 4. All Tournament Fish will be measured on a flat board, open mouth in a flat position. The tail can be "COMPRESSED". 

N.  4.  (a) Any tournament bass presented to the Weigh-In Committee, which in their judgment is less than twelve (12) inches long, will be measured by the Tournament Officials. 

N.  4.  (b) If a bass is found to be less than twelve (12) inches in length - a “SHORT”, a one (1) pound penalty will be imposed and deducted/subtracted from that day's legal tournament catch. If the total weight of the first day's catch is less than the one (1) pound imposed penalty, the remaining difference of penalty weight will be deducted/subtracted from the second day's legal weight at Weigh-In. 

N.  4.  (c) If a “SHORT” fish is caught on the second tournament day, a (1) pound penalty will be imposed and deducted/subtracted from that day's legal tournament catch. If the total weight of the second day's catch is less than the one (1) pound imposed penalty, the one (1) pound imposed penalty will be deducted/subtracted from the total legal cumulative weight of the entire month's tournament. 

N. 5. The legal limit of fish for each Tournament Day is five (5) unless it is agreed to be different at the monthly club meeting before the tournament or during the tournament meeting.  Live or paper Weigh-Ins will be used as appropriate as determined by the Tournament Director.
N.  5.  (a) Any contestant bringing in more than the legal limit of fish will have his fish culled down to the legal limit by the Tournament Officials. The largest fish of his catch will be culled as the penalty. 

N. 6. Any fish that appears to be mangled, mashed or mauled will be measured and credited only at the discretion of the Weigh-In Officials. 

N. 7. All fish that are able to survive will be returned to the water. (In conjunction with “Catch and Release”.) 

O. PROTEST 

O. 1. Any contestant wishing to protest a fellow contestant's score must enter his protest to the Tournament Committee within thirty (30) minutes after that day's Official Weigh-In Time ends. 

P. AWARDS 

P. 1. Tournament trophies will be awarded to the first, second, third place and big fish contestant's in each tournament. A trophy will be awarded to the Angler of the Year winner based on the earned accumulated points for the calendar year.
Q. YEAR END TOURNAMENT POINTS 

Q. 1. Each member; can and will, have their two (2} lowest tournament scores thrown out within a given calendar year. This system will be used to determine the member's cumulative annual point totals for Top Ten determination.  Angler of the Year Award will be determined by the total number of cumulative points for the entire year.
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